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INTRODUCTION 

This agreement outlines principles and procedures for extending reciprocal borrowing privileges to 

library users from universities across Canada. It is based on the premise that resource sharing is a 

fundamental goal of library consortia that can be effectively implemented on a national level through 

provincial and regional cooperation. 

1. PARTICIPATING CONSORTIA 

This agreement pertains to the members of four library consortia in Canada: 

 CAUL/CBUA: Council of Atlantic Universities Libraries/Conseil des bibliothèques universitaires 

de l’Atlantique 

 BCI: Bureau de Coopération Interuniversitaire 

 OCUL: Ontario Council of University Librairies 

 COPPUL: Council of Prairie and Pacific University Libraries. 

2. CATEGORIES OF LIBRARY USERS 

These consortia agree to extend reciprocal borrowing privileges to selected categories of library 

users from any member institution. 

The categories are: 

 Undergraduate and Graduate students 

 Faculty 

 Depending on the policies in place at their home institutions, retired professors and staff 

members may be able to benefit from this agreement. When a university library offers 

borrowing privileges to its retired professors or staff members, it can also issue a BCI card to 

these users under this agreement. 

 Staff (for more details, see the document entitled: Procedures for the Application of the 

Canadian University Reciprocal Borrowing Agreement) 

Applies in Quebec only: 

 Instructor-researchers from Quebec colleges with a letter of authorization from the Academic 

Dean of their Cegep or College. 
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 Instructor-researchers are authorized to access resources of Quebec university libraries only.1 

 Members of Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ) with a letter of 

introduction signed by an authorized person of the BAnQ. 

For a complete list of participating libraries and exceptions to this agreement, please visit the 

following address: http://www.curba.ca/rbprov.html 

3. LIBRARY PRIVILEGES 

Under this agreement, undergraduate students at participating universities and BAnQ members 

can borrow up to three (3) circulating2 items for a maximum of twenty one (21) days, according 

to the policies in place at each participating university library.  

Borrowing privileges will normally be those privileges that are granted to extramural, community, 

or undergraduate library users, in accordance with local policies.  

The primary type of privilege extended under this agreement will be in-person borrowing of 

circulating library materials. 

Library users should be encouraged to obtain information on the privileges available at individual 

host libraries before visiting those libraries. 

This agreement applies to all students, whether full time or part time, enrolled in a degree 

program at a participating university. It does not apply to independent students. 

4. USER IDENTIFICATION 

The type of identification to be presented by library users from other institutions will be 

determined by each consortium. 

This identification will normally be: 

 CAUL/CBUA: an ASIN (Atlantic Scholarly Information Network) card with an expiry date. 

 BCI: a BCI card with an expiry date. 

 OCUL: a valid library card from a member institution or an IUBP (Inter-University Borrowing 

Project) card. 

                                                        
1  Since December 2, 2010, BCI’s Sous-comité des bibliothèques permits instructor-researchers who are  members of 

l’Association pour la recherche au collégial (ARC) to access the collections of Quebec university libraries, according to the 

terms of the present agreement. 

2  Special provisions for specific collections may be applied to direct borrowing privileges for undergraduates at the discretion 

of the lending library. 

http://www.curba.ca/rbprov.html
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 COPPUL: a COPPUL card (grey for graduate students, faculty and staff; yellow for 

undergraduates) with an expiry date. 

The members of each consortium will issue identification cards to their library users in accordance 

with any agreements or procedures established within that consortium. 

Host libraries will be expected to honour these cards as presented, provided the date on the card 

is still valid. 

If a library card from an OCUL member does not have an expiry date, the host library will normally 

be expected to honour the card at face value. 

Users from Ontario libraries are expected to present an IUBP card at Quebec libraries. 

If a library user from a CAUL/CBUA, CREPUQ, or COPPUL institution does not have the appropriate 

identification card as listed above, the host library has the option of granting borrowing privileges 

on the basis of other identification such as a regular library card or a letter from the home 

institution. 

It will be the prerogative of each host library to ask the library user for additional information if 

there is doubt about the user's current status. In such cases, the onus should be on the user to 

provide the additional information to the host library. 

It is the responsibility of each participating library to inform its users about the requirements for 

obtaining borrowing privileges at other libraries. 

It is the responsibility of each library user to ensure that he or she has obtained the appropriate 

identification before visiting another library. 

5. PROCEDURAL ISSUES 

Upon presentation of the appropriate identification, a host library will normally enter information 

about the user into its circulation system or patron database. For borrowing purposes, each host 

library will decide whether to use the library card from the individual's home institution or to 

provide that person with one of its own library cards. 

The identification presented should not be surrendered to the host library. It should be retained 

by the user for use at other libraries as required. 

Library users will be expected to adhere to the policies and procedures of each host library, 

including loan periods, renewal and recall procedures, and fines. 

Each host library will be responsible for enforcing its loan policies with users from other 

institutions, including fines and other sanctions. 
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If a host library is unable to enforce its policies or procedures with a user from another institution, 

the host library will contact the library of the user's home institution to take over. 

Staff at the host library should inform library users about procedures for returning borrowed 

materials. While materials may be returned to other libraries within the same consortium, library 

users will be expected to return borrowed materials directly to host libraries that are part of 

another consortium. 

6. DURATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS AGREEMENT 

This agreement will take effect on May 1, 2002, and will continue indefinitely subject to the 

consent of the participating consortia. 

Each consortium is responsible for the following actions: 

 Informing its front-line library staff about this reciprocal borrowing agreement and providing 

them with the appropriate documentation to implement the agreement. 

 Informing its library users about the agreement and providing them with instructions on using 

other libraries. 

 Providing its member libraries with the appropriate identification cards in cases where a 

consortial card is to be used. 

 Providing its member libraries and other consortia with a list of contact people, including 

telephone numbers and email addresses, at the participating libraries. 

 Informing library directors and senior management about the reciprocal borrowing agreement 

and its operational details. 

 Representatives of the participating consortia will jointly prepare a press release about this 

agreement for distribution to the appropriate media. 

 Each consortium will be responsible for collecting from its own members any statistics or usage 

data considered relevant to its needs. This information may be shared with other consortia 

upon request. The organization and format of any shared statistical or usage data will be 

determined by the participating consortia. 

 

 



 

 

 


